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Work is nearing completion at the Boyce Thompson Center in Yonkers.

Boyce Thompson Center to open in 10 days

ERNIE GARCIA ELGARCIA@LOHUD.COM

YONKERS - The restored Boyce Thompson Center is almost fin-
ished and new tenants have started moving into the former plant re-
search institute. iy

The mixed-use retail-medical complex at 1086 N. Broadway is a $35
million adaptive reuse of the former Boyce Thompson Institute for
Plant Research, whose tenants with the biggest draws will be Fortina
restaurant, the WESTMED Medical Group and St. John’s Riverside
Hospital.

See BOYCE, Page 5A
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“We're seeing a
tremendous number of
visitors drive in — people

who live in the community
— wanting to know when
we're opening and what
will be here.”

GUY LEIBLER
PRESIDENT OF SIMONE HEALTHCARE DEVELOPMENT




Boyce

Continued from Page 1A

The Simone Develop-

ment Cos. redeveloped
the property with the goal
of making it useful to em-
ployees at the adjacent
Southern Westchester Ex-
ecutive Park and resi-
dents of the surrounding
neighborhoods.
- “We're seeing a tre-
mendous number of visi-
tors drive in—people who
live in the community —
wanting to know when
we’re opening and what
will be here,” said Guy
Leibler, pre51dent of Si-
mone Healthcare Devel-
opment.

St. John’s Riverside -

Hosp1ta1 moved into a
cube structure on the
property’s north side next
to Executive Boulevard
last month and began see-
ing patients April 24.

The hospital will offer
outpatient care at the
Boyce Thompson Center.

“This beautiful spot en
Executive Boulevard
makes it possible for us'to
accomplish our goal of
providing these vital
health services away
from a congested hospital
setting,” St. John’s presi-
dent Ron Corti said in an
email.

Leibler said he expect-
ed the WESTMED Medi-
cal Group to move into its
space on the south side of
the property May 22:

Simone will celebrate
the center’s grand open-
ing May 23 with an invita-
tion-only party for city of-
ficials and guests.

By the- end of the
month, Leibler said he ex-
pects Family Wellness
Pharmacy, the Ultimate
Spectacle eyeglasses
store, a hair salon and
Tompkins Mahopac Bank
to be open.

Foodies will have to
wait a little longer for the
opening of Fortina, a pop-
ular Ttalian eatery that
cooks in wood-fired ov-
ens. Fortina is expected to
open in mid-June.

Tarrytown-based The
Taco Project is expected
to open in early June, Lat-
erin the summer, there’sa
Japanese restaurant in
the works.

Fortina’s outdoor din-
ers will get to sit near an
outdoor hearth that Forti-
na’s cooks will use to pre-
pare foods in the summer.
Leibler said the goal be-
hind the hearth and Forti-
na’s 40 outdoor seats is to
create a scene.

. “We expect this tobe a
very busy area May
through October,” he said.

Leibler said about 85
percent of the Boyce
Thompson Center is
leased.

The Boyce Thompson
Center is the latest adap-
tive reuse project in Yon-
kers. For the past 15
years, the city has wit-
nessed the renovation and
reuse of many historic
buildings, including the
Phillipsburg Building on
. Hudson Street, part of the
former Alexander Smith
- Carpet Mills into the Yo-
Ho artist lofts, and the
City Jail into art dealer
and collector Daniel

Wolf’s new headquarters.

The Boyce Thompson
Center will have a perma-
nent exhibition on the his-
tory of the former botan-
ical research center in

Guy Leibler, president of Simone Healthcare Development, at the Boyce Thompson Center in Yonkers.

Yonkers before it moved
to Cornell University.

~ “The historioal society
is very pleased that the
developer not only reha-
bilitated and adaptively
reused the building, but is
also going to have an ex-
hibit that henors William
Boyce Thompson’s phi-
lanthropy and the history
of the Boyce Thompson
Institute,” said Yonkers
Historical Society presi-
dent Deirdre Rylander,
whose group is helping to
collect materials for the
exhibition.

Former Yonkers City
Council President Chuck
Lesnick was a proponent
of adaptive reuse, and be-

fore his election to the

City Council, he held a
2004 forum on historic
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Work is being completed at the Boyce Thompson Center in
Yonkers, with workers putting the final touches on some of
the spaces that have already been built out

preservation. and adap-
tive reuse in Yonkers.

He said the’ city has
made much progress on
the issue since the debate
a decade ago over wheth-
er the Boyce Thompson
building was worth pre-
serving.

“T remember the delib-
erations on the council
and the previous develop-
er threatening to walk if
we landmarked it,” said
Lesnick, noting that the
council never land-
marked the Boyce
Thompson building to

give a future developer -

flexibility. “The senti-
ment on the council was
that we were not going to
let that building be torn
down.”

Twitter: @EmieJourno

Aprll St. John’s Rivemde Haspatai ‘moved

into a cube structure on the property’snorth
‘side, and began seeing patients April 24,

__maZ:WESMDMedkaI Group to move

into its space. ontﬁesmm-ls:de.

May 23: Center's grand opening

RICKY FLORES/THE JOURNAL NEWS

End of May: Family Wellness Pharmacy,
the Ultimate Spectacle eyeglasses store, a

“hair salon and Tompkins Mahopac Bank.

Early June: The Taco Project

Mid June: Fortina, a popular Italian eatery
that cooks in wood-fired ovens.




